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Early in the spring, not two weeks after his retire
ment, assembled at Capua many Bishops and Cardinals;
among the latter, Otto of Ostia and Hugh of
Lyons, Cencius the Consul of Borne, Jordano
Prince of Capua, and Koger Duke of Apulia, with other
Norman princes, as Hugh of Lyons no doubt hoped, to
elect a new Pope. But the partisans of Desiderius, at
his own secret suggestions (according to the malicious
statement of Hugh of Lyons), or rather the whol^
assembly, urged Desiderius, even with prayers and
tears, to resume his Pontificate. After two days' re-
sistance, he yielded at length; and notwithstanding the
remonstrances of Otto and the stricter Cardinals, sub-
mitted to pay what seemed the price of hearty support
from the Norman Princes ; he submitted to the conse-
cration of Alfanus, who was accused of aspiring to the
see by unlawful means, as Archbishop of Salerno. He
returned on Palm Sunday to Monte Casino, where he
celebrated Easter. He then advanced, under the escort
of the Princes of Capua and Salerno, crossed the Tiber
near the city of Ostia, which perhaps its
Bishop maintained in his allegiance; and
pitched his tents before the Church of St. Peter, now
occupied, or rather garrisoned by the Anti-Pope G-uibert
A sudden attack of the Norman soldiery made him
master of the Church. On the Sunday after Ascension,
in the presence of multitudes of the Normans, chiefly
from the Transteverine region, where his party predo-
minated, he was consecrated by the Eoman Bishops of
Ostia, Porto, Tusculum, and Alba, with many other
Cardinals and Prelates. But he ventured on no long
stay in the insecure capital; after eight days lie retired
to Bari, and thence to Monte Casino.

Shortly   afterwards the Countess   Matilda  entered
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